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“The Companionship of the Spirit” 

Introduction: As we bring our spring sermon series, “Around the Table,” to our celebration of Pentecost today, 

we will not be looking at any one specific meal at which Jesus is carrying out his mission strategy. Rather, I want 

to take us to our vision statement: “Receiving and extending the hospitality of Jesus as we connect with God, 

with one another, and with our community,” and the diagram of various tables that puts this statement in 

schematic form.  

 

What I want us to see on this Pentecost morning is that at each table, be it the Lord’s Table, our Kitchen Table, 

or our Neighbor’s Table, whether our faith is being formed, nourished, or extended, we have and we need the 

companionship of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is a necessary and wonderful table companion as we seek to 

connect with God, one another, and our community. We couldn’t eat well, we couldn’t be fed as God wants us 

to be fed, at any of these tables without him. 

Before we look at the Spirit’s specific role at each of these three tables, let’s first revisit how the Spirit ignited 

the church on that Pentecost day.  

I. The Church Ignited 

 A. On that day, the followers of Jesus, numbering about 120, Luke tells us in Acts 1:15, were all together 

in one place. They were waiting on God to send his Spirit, just as Jesus had instructed them. “Don’t even lift a 

finger toward making disciples,” Jesus had said, “until the Spirit comes” (Ac. 1:8). Right from the start it lets us 

know how challenging a task this was going to be unless God’s empowering presence is, well, present! As they 

waited, these followers did lift the “sails” of their spirits through prayer so that when the Spirit, which means 

“breath,” did begin to blow, they would be ready to be filled and led.   

 B. Well blow he eventually did, and mightily at that! What was it like? Even Luke, an educated physician, 

seems to struggle to describe it, but the word “like” is appropriate! There was a sound, like the blowing of a 

violent wind, that came as if from another dimension and filled the room. There were what seemed like little 

flames of fire that came to rest on each person’s head. And everyone there, though they were all locals, began 

speaking the wonders of God in foreign languages, sounding like they were speaking in their native tongue. 

Wind, fire, speech...what did it all mean? Some thought these folks were drunk! Peter declared otherwise. God, 

he said, is on the move! Let’s look at each. 



1. Wind describes God’s amazing, life-creating power. And so in Genesis we see God speak, with his breath, 

creation into being and breathe life into the first human being. In Ezekiel, we see God breathe by his Spirit into a 

valley of dry bones, bringing life to a people who had lost their way. In Luke, we hear about the breath of the 

Most High God conceiving life in a scared teenage girl named Mary. In John, we hear Jesus explain to a man 

named Nicodemus that one cannot enter the Kingdom of God unless the Spirit breathes new. At Pentecost, this 

same life-giving, life-restoring breath had come to blow, empowering the followers of Jesus. 

2. Fire is a symbol of the presence of God. God appeared to Moses in a burning bush. He led Israel through the 

wilderness by a pillar of fire. His purifying presence descended on Mt. Sinai at the giving of his law. On various 

occasions, the smoke and fire of God filled the Temple in Jerusalem with his glory. At Pentecost, the presence of 

God descended again, but this time not just in a specific place, or on a specific person, but on each person. Each 

Christ-follower became a burning bush with the presence of God inside them.    

3. The gift of speech was also a sign. The various languages that these followers were able to suddenly speak 

was not meant to be an amazing feat to simply marvel at, like the cast of Duck Dynasty suddenly breaking out 

into flawless French or perfect Mandarin; rather, it was a sign that the good news was not going to be just a 

Jewish, or Hebrew thing. God’s intent was that it be an every nation, multi-cultural thing. Unlike Muslims, for 

instance, who believe you must learn Arabic to hear the very words of Allah, the word of the living God, the 

Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, can be revealed to all in their own language and within their own culture.  

And the fact that this wind and fire and speech all took place on Pentecost, when men and women came from all 

over the world to visit and worship in Jerusalem in order to celebrate the harvest, meant that this mighty 

movement of God through the igniting work of his Spirit was all about the harvest of souls, about Jesus 

continuing, now through his followers, to invite people into his kingdom, into the realm where they could find 

the life that is truly life. 

II. The Spirit at Our Tables 

 A. As the ministry of the Spirit unfolded from that day, and is described throughout the rest of the NT, 

we can see him at work at each of our “tables.” Just as at Pentecost, his companioning presence and power are 

necessary if we are to “dine” well.         

1. At the Lord’s Table our life of faith begins and is formed. There, we connect with God as we take in and more 

deeply understand the sacrifice that Jesus underwent for us, dying our death, in our place, that we might live. 

What Jesus has done on the cross, Paul writes to the Corinthians, will remain a stumbling block or seem like 

foolishness, without the ministry of the Spirit. The Spirit of God makes the cross, and what it means to live from 

it, intelligible to our hearts.  

2. At our kitchen tables, our life of faith is nourished in a small group setting. As our faith matures, we come to 

learn that there are virtues we are to grow into, like love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, 

faithfulness, and self-control. As well we are to discover and use the unique ways in which God has equipped us 

to build up and strengthen the church. Not surprisingly, these virtues are known as the fruit of the Spirit, and 

this equipping the gifts of the Spirit. That’s because it is the Holy Spirit who nourishes us and grows us. He does 

so as we connect with one another, learning, serving, encouraging, and holding each other accountable. 

 



3. At our neighbor’s table, our life of faith is extended to others. This is to us perhaps the scariest table at which 

we sit! Being out of our comfort zone and being called to bear witness to Christ’s work in us isn’t always easy. 

But we need to remember that we don’t go there alone but have the companionship of the Spirit at this table as 

well. In fact, as Pentecost reveals, this might actually be the Spirit’s favorite place to eat as he loves to point 

people to Jesus and life in his kingdom.   

Sometimes I hear people say, “Living a life of faith would be so much easier if Jesus were still here right beside 

me!” But check out this recent book title on the ministry of the Spirit: Jesus, Continued. . . Why the Spirit inside 

you is better than Jesus beside you. This title reminds us that not only is Jesus continuing his ministry to the 

world through us, when we sit at our neighbors table, but that it is better, as he said, that he went away so that 

we could have his Spirit right inside us, wherever we go, breathing with us, directing us, leading us, empowering 

us, even giving us words to say. 

So as we gather at the Lord’s Table today, that table where the journey of faith all begins, may the Holy Spirit, 

the very breath of God, fill us with life anew, that we might be empowered to be the people through whom his 

mission is carried out.      


