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“A Question from The King” 

Introduction: I’m going to hold off for a bit on our usual time of silent reflection and bring you 
back our call to worship, taken from Psalm 20, and the line you spoke that says of God, “May he 
give you the desire of your heart…” I wonder if that caused you to pause, either then, or maybe 
just now? I wonder because we can have kind of a tangled relationship in our Christian life with 
this notion of desire, or longing, or even thirst as it is sometimes put. On the one hand, we’re 
told to stuff our desires or be suspicious of them because desire can lead us to a bad place. The 
heart, after all, is deceitful above all things, the prophet Jeremiah reminds us (17:9). How, 
therefore, could our desires and longings be any good? And yet, biblical writers like the psalmist 
seem to encourage us to express and give voice to our desire, and longing, and thirst.   

Further, it is Jesus himself who invites us to get in touch with our deepest desires. In fact, as he 
comes across people who want to change, he often asks, “What do you want?” or, “What are 
you seeking?” or, “What do you want me to do for you?” That last question in particular might 
cause us to be particularly uncomfortable as we can think that we’re the ones who should be 
asking Jesus what he wants us to do for him, and not the other way round! But, if we answer it 
openly and honestly, such a question from Jesus has the power to unlock some deeply 
important reflections about who we are and who God is, about spiritual truth and our own need 
for healing, and about how we might get more in touch with ordering our life, both a individuals 
and as a church. This question from the King provides a critical catalyst to moving forward in our 
spiritual life. 

Given that we heard last week in the parable of the sower that listening well to the word of God 
as it is sown in our heart is a key component to following Jesus and bearing fruit in our lives, I’d 
like to give you an opportunity in a few minutes to listen to, and answer, this question of the 
king. It seems to be an important one, especially as we turn a corner in the church year and 
begin our journey with Jesus into Lent and toward the cross. First, let’s explore the context in 
which hear this question asked of the blind beggar named Bartimaeus, as Jesus bumped into 
him on his way to the cross.  

I. In the Town Square 

 A. Jesus and his disciples have come to the town of Jericho, the last major stop for 
pilgrims before making their way up the steep and final leg to Jerusalem. It would have been a 
bustling town with people coming and going, a good one for a blind man who was forced to beg 
for his living. But continuing to beg was not what he wanted to do. So, getting wind of the fact 
that this fellow Jesus had stopped in town, the one some were calling the Son of David, the long 
expected king who was to put all things right with God’s people again, Bartimaeus got an idea. 
He would ask this Jesus for help. Only trouble was that the intersection on which Bartimaeus sat 
was a busy one. The streets were dusty, the crowds were noisy, Jesus was surrounded by his 
disciples, and he was on his way out. It seemed virtually impossible to get his attention. But, 
undaunted, and perhaps indicative of his deep desire, Bartimaeus screwed up his courage, took 
a deep breath, and began to shout: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  

 B. What happened next is intriguing. Many in the crowd told the man to shut up! Not 
easy to know why except they probably figured the all-important Son of David shouldn’t be 
bothered by an insignificant beggar, or maybe they were uncomfortable with someone speaking 
from such a raw and vulnerable place, or maybe still they were jealous and wish that they had 
sought and audience with Jesus! In any event, Bartimaeus was clear in his own mind that he 
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needed Jesus’ attention and so he blurted it out even louder, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
That stopped Jesus in his tracks. The cry of this man’s soul cut through all of the noise and 
confusion and Jesus heard it loud and clear. He instructed the crowd to call him over and when 
they did, Bartimaeus sprang to his feet, and stood before Jesus.  

 C. He did so, by the way, after throwing off his cloak, which is also an intriguing bit in the 
story. Likely it was the only article of clothing this poor beggar owned. Probably its pockets were 
filled with the coins people had given him. His whole life was not only represented by that cloak; 
it was that cloak! Could his willingness to throw it aside indicate his desire to come to Jesus with 
an openness and vulnerability that allowed nothing to get in the way? And then, while standing 
before Jesus, with nothing at all, Jesus asked him the all-important, desire surfacing question, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” And Bartimaeus quickly responded, “Lord, I want to see.” 
Jesus restored his sight and Bartimaeus fell in step with the disciples and began to follow Jesus. 
He knew his life needed to be framed differently and that Jesus would be the way. Desire had 
become his entry point to new life in Christ. 

II. From Blindness to Sight 

 A. Now, before we do some listening for ourselves, let’s think about this movement that 
Bartimaeus experienced from blindness to sight.  

1. First, this healing serves as a bookend text with the healing by Jesus of another blind man, 
recorded by Mark in chapter 8. In between, Jesus talks about and predicts his death three 
times, as well as gives some significant teaching on what it means to follow him. Through it all, 
we see the disciples struggling to see clearly. And who can blame them? It hearkens back to 
echoes in the prophets who used blindness and deafness to picture people’s spiritual 
disabilities. So, while we wonderfully see here Jesus expressing his kingly authority in works of 
healing and mercy to those deemed insignificant, and ignored, by the rest, we also see a 
paradigm for our need to see more clearly on a spiritual level, to have Jesus open our eyes 
further and further to who he is, what he’s about, and how we are to live in relationship with him.  

2. Second, this spiritual seeing comes as we get in touch with our desires. After all, didn’t Jesus 
know what Bartimaeus needed? Probably. But Jesus would also have known that naming our 
desire is a huge catalyst of the spiritual life. In order for us to open up space in our lives for 
Jesus to be with us in a clarifying, healing, and revealing way, we need to identify and speak our 
desires and longings, even if they’re not altogether godly or appropriate! Interesting that earlier 
in the day, while they had been on the way to Jerusalem, Jesus had asked that same question 
(“What do you want me to do for you?”) to two of his disciples, James and John. Their answer 
was that they desired positions of power and status with Jesus. In response, Jesus said, NOT, 
and then went on to help them think more clearly about what status and power actually looked 
like in God’s realm. This is important for us because it assures us that if we name desires that 
are not appropriate in the mind of Jesus, but we’re willing to sit with him in them, then he will 
help us explore them and sift through them to see what’s underneath them, helping us refine 
them in a way that leads to life. I think this sifting is what the psalmist has in mind when he says: 
“Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart” (37:4). Jesus helps us 
to sift and refine our desires in life-giving ways as we name them while trusting in, and 
becoming still before, him (cf. 37:1-9).   

III. Naming Your Desire 

Now that we’ve read and reflected on the text, let’s take a few minutes to allow the text to read 
us. We’ll do so by entering the story, imagining ourselves there, and hearing Jesus put his 
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question to us. Sit comfortably, with both feet on the floor. You may want to close your eyes to 
block out distractions and open your hands on you lap as a posture of receptivity. I’ll read the 
text slowly and offer ways to enter it as we go. 

v. 46 – Imagine sitting on the ground in the town square. Life is buzzing by and all around you. 
What do you hear? What do you smell? What do you feel? Where would you like Jesus to meet 
you that no one else has? 

v. 47 – Imagine hearing that Jesus was in the area, but about to leave. How do you respond? 
Imagine crying out to him. 

v. 48 – Hear the voices that are trying to silence you. Who are they? What are they saying? Can 
you reach down and cry out to Jesus above them? 

vv. 49-50 – Jesus has called you. What do you need to throw off in order to be free to come to 
him? 

v. 51a – Hear Jesus asking you this question. What do you say? 

vv. 51b-52 – Can you sense the invitation of Jesus to follow him in some brand-new way? 

Amen. 

So, know that Jesus isn’t afraid of our desires, and neither should we be, as long as we bring 
them to him in a position of listening. May the conversation you began with him just now 
continue during this Lenten season.            
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