
1 
 

FCCOE; 5/23/21; PENTECOST; Jn. 14:15-18; Ac. 2:1-13; Rev. T. Ziegenhals 

“God’s Empowering Presence” 

Introduction: A few of you know that Rama’s mother was involved in a car accident a couple of weeks 

ago down on the Cape where she lives. She’s ok, but suffered a couple of broken ribs, courtesy of her 

car’s air bag, and her car was totaled. As you might imagine, the accident set off a flurry of activity with 

her car insurance, that Rama has been managing for what seems like a very long time now! However, 

her carrier is Geico, and both of us are very impressed with the people at Geico and how they have been 

handling the claim. Every few days, it seems, we get a call from another department, and each person is 

more impressive than the last. The most recent call was from the “liability adjustor” who, in the part of 

the conversation I overheard, acknowledged to Rama that this could be a confusing and challenging 

process but not to worry, he would not leave her alone but be with her every step of the way. 

His promise reminded me of the promise Jesus made to his followers as he told them that he would 

soon be leaving them: “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” (Jn. 14:18). By that he was 

speaking of the coming of the Holy Spirit, or “another advocate” (or helper) as Jesus described him, 

whose presence would become apparent on the day known as Pentecost.  

Often, I think, we hear Jesus telling us to go, to go and bear witness to him, to go and make disciples, to 

go and care for the poor, to go seek justice. But Pentecost calls us to know and remember that along 

with the “go” of Jesus is always his promise to go with us. As the last sentence of Matthew’s gospel 

records Jesus: “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Jesus, in other words, does 

not want us to go alone. In fact, without him, we won’t get far. 

I. Wait for the Gift     

 A. We see this more clearly if we take a step back from the day of Pentecost and consider how 

Jesus spent the bulk of his time in the forty days he had between his resurrection and ascension. Luke 

tells us in chapter one of Acts that during those days, Jesus presented himself continually to the 

apostles, convincing them he had really risen from the dead. Jesus taught them further about the 

kingdom of God. And over a meal (which they shared often) he instructed them not to leave Jerusalem 

until the delivery man had come. Well, actually, he put it this way: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for 

the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but 

in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Ac. 1:4-5). 

 B. How hard it must have been for them to wait! Jesus was alive, the kingdom of God had not 

been defeated by the evil one, hope was in the air once again!! So, I would imagine that once everything 

clicked, these folks couldn’t wait to spread the news. Yet Jesus knew that if they failed to wait, trying to 

go forward to do what he was calling them to do but without his power, they were doomed to fail. It 

gives us a clue as to how challenging a task this was going to be, and the need to seek God’s 

empowering presence in order to carry out his purposes. Put another way, trying harder is not the 

answer. 

Illustration: I was reading a couple of weeks ago about a woman who had arrived to open her seasonal 

home after a long winter. As she went around the house opening blinds and windows, she noticed a 

dead blue jay lying on a kitchen windowsill. Apparently, it had come in through the fireplace and 

couldn’t find its way back up and out. As she took in the scene, noticing the marks on the window where 
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the bird had evidently tried to break through the glass, she imagined the increasing frustration and even 

terror it must have felt, as it tried harder and harder to force its way out. She wondered, what if the blue 

jay had stopped long enough to look and to listen, to stop trying to get out and try to notice how it had 

flown in?  

Going forward without God’s empowering presence can end up being like banging our head against a 

window. We can get trapped in that “just try harder” mode, in a philosophy of life that encourages us to 

do more, push more, achieve more. It can leave us exhausted and depleted. 

 C. What might it look like for us to wait, to spend time looking and listening for God’s 

empowering presence? It looks a lot like prayer. And prayer, Luke tells us as the chapter continues, is 

what the followers of Jesus did for the ten days following his ascension. It was the way they waited for 

the gift of the Spirit: “They all joined together constantly in prayer.” This active waiting took place both 

before and after, the Spirit’s arrival (Ac. 1:12-14; cf. 2:42; 4:24).  

Gordon Smith, in his book The Voice of Jesus, offers a helpful outline to guide our praying, to help us 

attend to the presence and ministry of the Spirit. He notices four primary ways that the Spirit bears 

witness to us, ways that help us not to try harder but to go forward in God’s power: 

1. The Spirit assures us that we are loved: “God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.”  - Rom. 5:5 

2. The Spirit convicts us of our sin: “And when he [the Spirit] comes, he will convince the world of its sin, 

and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment.”  -John 16:8 

3. The Spirit illumines our mind and heart, helping us to learn more about Jesus: “When the Advocate 

comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he 

will testify about me.” – John 15:26 

4. The Spirit guides us in times of choice: “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 

But when he, the Spirit of truth comes he will guide you into all the truth.” -John 16:12-13 

 D. Smith then suggests that we take these four ways of the Spirit’s witness and use them to help 

structure our times of prayer. We begin by reflecting on the love God has for us. This can best be done 

by identifying things for which we are grateful, which will direct us to ponder the goodness and love of 

God. Then, second, we move into a time of confession, seeing ourselves in truth, identifying the ways 

over the past day we have lived in the darkness and not in the light. Third, we might spend some time 

reading and reflecting and meditating on a paragraph of Scripture, turning the eyes of our heart upon 

Jesus. Finally, we might lay out what lies ahead for us in the day ahead and ask God to guide us as we go. 

Or, we might have a larger, life issue that we need to bring prayerfully before him.  

The point is that such a structure can help us to “wait.” It can help foster the intentionality we need to 

open our hearts and minds to the Spirit’s work You could spend 20 minutes every day praying like this, 

or, this outline could serve as a way to structure a day of prayer if you are able to schedule a retreat.  

 E. In all of this, don’t miss that the Spirit is a gift: “…but wait for the gift…” We don’t earn God’s 

empowering presence through our good performance; we just receive, as we prayerfully look and listen, 

to what God’s wants to give us. Further, don’t miss with this gift of the Spirit, amid all of the dramatics 

of Pentecost, God’s desire to work together with us, as companions on a journey.  
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Jesus gives the apostles a clue to this just a few days after his resurrection through a miraculous catch of 

fish that he enables (John 21:1-14). Having gone back to Galilee, where he’d said he would meet them, 

but not really sure where he had gone, the disciples decide to go fishing. They have a rough night of it, 

catching nothing. As they make their way back to the beach, a fellow is standing there, probably with 

coffee in hand, and cries out: “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” When they reply in the negative, he 

instructs them to throw their net over onto the other side of the boat, and they haul in a miraculous 

catch.  

Certainly, it had to take them back to the time, as Jesus was calling them all to follow him, that he had 

done the same thing, helping them on that occasion to fill two boats with fish and telling them that they 

were now going to catch people (Lk. 5:1-11). But they would still need his help, his empowering 

presence. They see this, I think, after this post-resurrection catch, when they arrive on the shore. There, 

Jesus already has a fire going and has begun to cook fish. Where he got them the text doesn’t tell us. But 

it does record Jesus asking the disciples to bring some of what they had just caught and add it to his. It’s 

a beautiful picture, I think, of his ongoing journey with his followers. It was going to be a joint effort. And 

when it was time for Jesus to leave the scene and ascend to the Father, another companion, the Spirit of 

truth, would come and keep this effort on track. “Wait for him,” instructs Jesus in the weeks that 

followed. “Remember those nets? They will remain empty without him.” 

And so God comes to tell us to go. He whispers: “Go and give her a hand.” God pesters, “Go and say 

you’re sorry.” God shouts, “Go and do something about that!” God shakes us up to get us to go, to go 

and love. . . go and give . . . go and proclaim . . . go and listen . . . go and serve . . . go and do that hard 

thing . . .  but always with him, and never without him. And his presence makes all the difference in the 

world. 


