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“Whatever!” 
 

Introduction: As the story goes, one day the Lord was walking through the streets of heaven. As 

he went along, he came across a lot of people who had no business being there. So, he went to the 

Gate of Heaven where St. Peter was sitting with his laptop and said, “Peter, you’ve let me down! 

You’ve let in people who aren’t supposed to be here!” “Boss,” Peter replied, “it’s not my fault.” 

“Well, who let them in?” the Lord asked. “I don’t want to say,” responded Peter. “You’d better; 

I’m the boss,” demanded the Lord. “Well, all right, but you won’t like it. I tell them folks they 

can’t come in and don’t they go right around to the back door and your mother lets them in!”  

  

There is certainly much doctrine which has developed concerning the mother of Jesus which we 

do not find in the Bible. The Immaculate Conception, holding that Marry was free from original 

sin, The Assumption, holding that Mary rose bodily into heaven, and the belief that Mary will 

intercede before God if we but pray to her, all emerged somewhere in the Middle Ages. However, 

the unfortunate thing is that when Protestants left all of these doctrines behind at the Reformation, 

we also left Mary behind. We didn’t throw the baby out with the bathwater but we as good as 

threw his mother out! And that’s not a good thing because Mary was an incredible woman, one 

we can learn a lot from about grace and about faith. Mary both helps us see the grace of God at 

work, and helps us understand a bit more of what it looks like to respond to God’s grace.  

 

I. A Contrast with Zechariah  

A. As we meet Mary in the opening chapter of Luke’s account of the good news about 

Jesus, Luke seems to be intentionally comparing and contrasting her with Zechariah, the elderly 

priest who we met last week. Both Zechariah and Mary are visited by the angel Gabriel, both are 

startled out of their wits, both are told not to be afraid, and both are told that God is going to 

continue his redemptive plan for the world through them, in what seem like highly impossible 

ways! Zechariah and his elderly and up to now barren wife Elizabeth are going to conceive and 

bear a child—John—who would prepare the people for the coming of the Lord, while Mary 

would actually give birth to that Lord whom she would conceive without the aid of a human 

father!   

 

B. But there are differences between the two as well. Zechariah is an elderly, male priest 

while Mary is a young teenage girl. Zechariah is ministering in the Temple in the holy city of 

Jerusalem while Mary is living in the backwater town of Nazareth, an obscure little village which 

had the reputation of never producing anything good (John 1:46). Above all, Zechariah responds 

to Gabriel’s announcement with the question: “How can I be sure of this?” while Mary’s response 

is, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” While on the surface, this might not seem like a very 

different response, Gabriel seemed to consider it so. Zechariah, after asking his question, got 

zapped with nine months of silence. Mary, on the other hand, got the benefit of more information.     

 

Recall that last week, as we considered Jesus’ first recorded public statement: “Repent and 

believe the good news” (Mk 1:1), we looked at what it means to believe. We said that as the 

biblical writers use the term, it involves more than mental assent; it involves putting what we 

believe into practice, moving from our minds to our hearts, from mental assent to a living trust. 

Of course, this is how we live everyday in “real life.” Why do we get on an airplane? Because we 

believe it’s the best way to get to London or L.A. Why do we invest in the stock market? Because 

we believe it’s the best way to make our money grow. Why do we study for the S.A.T.? Because 

we believe it will help us get into the college of our choice. What we believe, if we really believe 



it, always turns into action of some sort. If it doesn’t we might want to examine what it is we 

really believe.  

 

C. Zechariah, we saw, at the angel’s announcement, began to fumble with his faith; he 

had difficulty putting what he believed into practice, difficulty trusting that what God said could 

really apply to his own life, and so he demanded more proof. Mary, on the other hand, seems to 

have asked a different sort of question. Zechariah seems to question the possibility of the whole 

thing. Mary, on the other hand, seems simply concerned with the mechanics. When a little more 

explanation along those lines is offered, Mary responds with humble obedience: “I am the Lord’s 

servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.” Mary responded to God with “whatever,” in the very 

best possible sense, “whatever you want to do in me and through me I am ready and willing.”  

 

What moved this young girl to respond so humbly and obediently? Well, let’s first think about 

what it was that God was up to in and through Mary. And there we meet God’s grace. 

 

II. The Grace of God   

 A. Through Mary, God was planning to continue to pour out his grace upon the world, 

carrying out his promise to bless the world through the descendants of Abraham (Ge. 12:1-3). By 

this time, Abraham’s family tree had been narrowed down to the specific line of King David, a 

son of whom God had promised was going to become, not just any kind of king, but one who 

would rule forever. This king would bring God’s justice and righteousness, God’s beauty and 

peace, his shalom or well-being, to bear on the entire world.  

 

B. Importantly, this would take, not the effort of man but the grace of God. Why? 

Because we, all of us, can just never seem to get it right and end up needing a savior from outside 

of ourselves to save us from ourselves! Just look at David. He sat at the pinnacle, really, of the 

OT. In his reign, all of the pieces for redemption and renewal seemed to be in place. Israel was 

settled in the Promised Land. She had her king, David. His was a rags to riches story, having risen 

from shepherd boy to the throne. He had united all twelve tribes into one nation. He defeated the 

pesky Philistines, and brought a measure of peace and security to the region. But then David got 

careless and cocky. He fell into adultery. His son Solomon wandered from the faith. The kingdom 

split into two. Foreign powers invaded and Israel was carried into exile. She eventually returned, 

but only as a shadow of her former self. God’s promise to Abraham still stood, as did his promise 

to David, but it became clear that if a descendant of David was to rule, and to rule forever with 

justice and righteousness, only God could do this kind of building. This God begins in earnest in 

Gabriel’s message to Mary.  

 

C. You still have to wonder, why did he choose to do it in this way? Why work through a 

poor teenage girl who lived in humble circumstances in a lousy location? Why wouldn’t the son 

of the King be born of a princess, or at least a girl with some social standing, instead of a 

Cinderella-like waif who would wind up having to lay her newborn son in an animal’s feeding 

trough? What we see is that while the Lord may be the God of the universe, he is no elitist. 

Instead, he goes to great lengths not only to humbly take on our flesh, but to do so in the midst of 

the humble. Simply put, it is the way of grace, of God’s undeserved favor toward us. 

 

III. The Response of Mary 

 A. So when we wonder just how Mary could respond as freely and faithfully as she did, 

this is where we need to begin, in the womb of God’s grace. In fact, at first, Mary is greatly 

troubled at the words of the angel because she can’t imagine what the Lord of the universe would 

want to do with her! And the fact of the matter is that she had done nothing to deserve such an 

honor. She was highly favored by God, not because of any merit of her own, nor because she was 



highly qualified, nor because of who her parents were or because she lived in a palace, but simply 

and purely because of the sovereign grace of God. That’s just how God, beautifully, and 

wonderfully, works.  

 

Illustration: At David Whittemore’s memorial service last week, a couple of his old running 

mates spoke. If you know the crowd with which David used to run, you will know that many used 

to run in the opposite direction from them! They had a reputation, it was not a very good one, and 

from what I’ve heard, it was deserved! But God had gotten a hold, not only of David, but of 

several of these guys and had changed their lives in dramatic fashion. Speaking with one, just 

before the service, he said he had been so deep and so long in a life of drinking and drugging that 

he didn’t know how he had escaped some seven years or so ago. It was only by the grace of God, 

God’s undeserved favor, he concluded. There was no other explanation.   

 

B. Although Mary wasn’t involved in her teenage years in a life of drinking and 

drugging, as far as we know, she is the supreme example of what happens when God works by 

his grace. Though she was puzzled by the process, by the way she responded all we can say is 

that she knew, somehow, that God’s grace had come upon her. And to Mary’s credit, despite the 

damage to her reputation it would cause, despite what her friends and neighbors would think, 

despite how her fiancée might flip out, Mary said “whatever.” She put her belief into practice in 

what became a living trust and responded in humble obedience: “May your word to me be 

fulfilled. Use me as you will. I will not resist because I don’t feel qualified, but trust that you will 

accomplish your purposes through me.”   

 

Illustration: Last Thursday, Janet Yellen, chair of the U.S. Federal Reserve, the most powerful 

central bank in the world, spoke a word. She said she foresaw no interest rate hike in the first 

quarter of 2015 and that the Fed would remain “patient” in its approach to raising rates. Though 

none of the fundamentals of our struggling world economy had changed, investors across the 

globe responded to this word and markets across the world surged, including our own, which rose 

just under 300 points. One Australian investor put it this way: “with a week to go to Christmas, 

Santa seems to have finally arrived for global equities.” Well, maybe Santa and maybe not! But at 

the very least, we could say that the markets were given a measure of grace in Yellen’s promise 

not to raise rates, and investors responded. They put what they’d heard, they put what they 

believed, into practice.    

 

 C. Unlike Zechariah, Mary believed the word of God as spoken by Gabriel. She didn’t 

have all the fundamentals worked out, but she trusted and received and responded to what she’d 

heard. And because of that, God revealed more to her: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born to you will be called 

the Son of God.” The same Spirit that hovered over the waters of chaos and brought the world 

into being would now hover over the womb of Mary and cause her to conceive the one through 

whom God’s new creation would be brought about.  

 

Where might God be asking you to respond, “whatever!”? Where is his grace knocking on the 

door of your heart, asking you to say “yes?” When the grace of God comes calling, we can do no 

more, and no less.  


