
FCCOE; 10/9/16; Amos 9:11-15; John 2:1-10; Rev. T. Ziegenhals 

“Grape Juice Everywhere!” 

Introduction: Even if you’ve never opened a Bible, I’d be willing to bet that somewhere along the 
line you’ve heard these words: “Now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love.” Penned by the Apostle Paul, this is the last verse of one of the more famous 
chapters in the Bible, 1Cor. 13. It is heard most often, I imagine, at weddings. 

Actually, this triad of faith, hope, and love appears in many forms throughout the Bible and can 
help us think not only about the love we share in a marriage but the past, present, and future 
nature of our life with God. We live in the present (love), rooted in what God has done in the past 
(faith), spurred on by what God promises to do in the future (hope).  

This morning we want to zero in on our hope. As Paul prays for the Ephesian church: “I pray that 
the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which God has 
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance. . .” (1:18). If you think about it for a moment, 
hope is something that would be hard to live without. Especially when the going gets tough and 
the circumstances of life seem against us, only the hope of a better future will enable us to take 
the next step. As Peter Kuzimc has put it, “hope is the future energizing the present.” 

Our texts for this morning don’t actually use the word hope, but they give us a wonderfully rich 
picture of what hope looks like, of the abundance, the fruitfulness (to follow our theme for the 
fall), of our glorious inheritance. What we see is grape juice flowing everywhere, from mountains 
to gardens to weddings! This picture is meant to encourage us that there is hope because God has 
a plan for joyful abundance no matter how grim circumstances may seem. And what’s really 
energizing is that these pictures help us to see how God’s future has begun to break into our 
present. 

I. The Great Reversal       
 A. The picture of hope that we see painted by the prophet Amos at the very end of his 
work begins with the words restore, repair, and rebuild. This reveals a great reversal to all of the 
tearing down and destroying that had gone on before. Amos wrote in the same time period we 
found ourselves in last week when we looked at Psalm 80 and Isaiah 5—at the mid-point of the 
8th c. B.C. On the one hand, it was a time of great prosperity for God’s people. The kingdoms of 
Israel in the north and Judah in the south had been experiencing an economic boom. Politically 
and militarily they were strong and secure. But all of this led, on the other hand, to a spiritual 
smugness. Justice and righteousness were nowhere to be seen. Instead, it was a time of rampant 
idolatry, extravagant indulgence, social injustice, and moral corruption. Amos wrote to warn 
God’s people that unless they repented and changed their ways, their sinful behavior would lead 
to the implementation of God’s covenant curses. Well, they ignored Amos and they ignored God 
and so the northern kingdom, and then later the south, were both destroyed and taken into exile.  

B. For the minority, called the remnant, which had been trying to be faithful, and would 
still be trying to be faithful while away in exile, circumstances seemed hopeless and grim. God’s 
judgment seemed overwhelming and irreversible. And yet, as we have seen in the past few weeks, 
no one should think that because Israel had misbehaved God had given up on or had abandoned 
his plan to restore and redeem the world. There is hope because God has a plan, no matter how 
discouraging the circumstance. To that point, after almost nine chapters of warning and judgment, 
Amos ends with an incredibly fruitful picture of hope. God would restore David’s fallen shelter, 
repair its broken walls, restore its ruins, and rebuild it as it used to be (9:11). It’s a picture of God 
as a kind of general contractor, overseeing things that had been pulled apart being put back 
together again. Even Israel’s arch and long time enemy Edom, as well as a number of other 
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nations, would now be found within the umbrella of those who called on the name of the LORD. 
The nations, as God had promised to Abraham, would finally be experiencing his blessing.  

C. Accompanying this spiritual, social, and political reversal, the land—which had also 
been cursed and had been producing nothing, because God had made the sky like iron and the 
ground like bronze such that the soil did not yield any crops nor the trees bear any fruit (Lev. 
26:19-20)—this land would now become fertile beyond belief. From being overtaken by disaster 
(v. 10), those who were now trying to gather in the harvest would be overtaken by those ready to 
plant again. The harvest was so abundant that they couldn’t collect it fast enough! What’s more, 
the juice from the grapes would be so plentiful that it would seem like it was everywhere, 
dripping from the mountains and flowing from the hills. Ultimately, God’s people will not 
literally be swimming in grape juice; this is a picture of their being home again, planting and 
harvesting and living in a just and righteous way.  

D. When would all of this take place? All Amos gives us is the future referent, “in that 
day.” How would all of this happen? All Amos give us is that God will bring it about. In fact, 
when God’s people finally did come home from exile, beginning around 530 B.C., they rebuilt 
over the next decades but things never returned to their former glory. Several centuries later, 
when a little boy was born to a teenage girl, wrapped in old rags, and placed in an animal’s 
feeding trough because there was no room for his family where everyone else was staying that 
Christmas, God’s people were no better than an oppressed minority within the vast and powerful 
Roman empire. 

II. The Agent of Reversal  
A. However, when this child, Jesus, grew into manhood, he began to do and to say some 

extraordinary things, which indicated to the keen observer that this fellow just might be the agent 
of the great reversal God had planned. To this point, one of his early public appearances was at a 
wedding, at Cana, a little village on the Sea of Galilee. Now wedding receptions in the first 
century were a big deal; they ran for a week! Practically, the groom’s family was responsible for 
the provisions and, to give you an idea how serious folks took this week, running short on 
provisions would not only be embarrassing, but the bride’s family could sue the groom’s family 
for breach of hospitality. Not a very good start to marital bliss! 

B. But as we read, at this wedding, the unthinkable had become reality; the supply of 
wine had run dry. Jesus’ mother, likely a close family friend of the couple, went to Jesus and told 
him what had happened. I’m not sure exactly what she expected his to do but by now she knew 
that if anyone could help it would be her rather amazing and unique son. Though Jesus knew that 
his “hour had not yet come,” or, reading back into Amos, it was not yet “that day,” Jesus 
eventually instructed the servants to fill six stone jars with water and draw a cup out. When the 
master of the banquet took a sip, he couldn’t believe how good this new supply of wine was. It 
was the best that they had drunk all week. 

C. What was going on here? Well, think about those six jars. Each was between 20-30 
gallons, meaning Jesus had just made nearly 180 gallons of wine! He didn’t do this so that the 
wedding party could fall into a drunken stupor. Drunkenness, in fact, was so frowned upon in the 
first century that wine was often heavily diluted with water. Rather, Jesus was giving a picture of 
the abundant joy he brings, a taste, really, of what the “in that day”’ fruitfulness will be all about. 
That it happened at a wedding reception is also instructive as it pictures the uninterrupted 
fellowship with God and his people we will enjoy when our “marriage” to the Lamb is complete. 
With the arrival of Jesus, we can begin to sample what our hope will be.  

III. Lived in the Church 
 A. As we hold that picture of a joyful wedding reception in mind, it is instructive to see 
one way in which the early church was energized in their present by this hopeful text from Amos. 
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Early on the question arose about the place of Gentiles in the church, as the first Christians were 
all Jews. The leaders of the church met in Jerusalem, as Acts 15 reports, to try to discern just who 
was to be included in membership in the kingdom of God. After Barnabas and Paul shared how 
God had obviously been at work among the Gentiles through the Holy Spirit, this text came to 
their minds: 

After this I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent; its ruins I will rebuild, and I will 
restore it, that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who bear my 
name, says the Lord who does these things. [Acts 15:16-17] 

Do you recognize this? It’s Amos (translated from its Greek text) and God’s promise that in the 
future, the nations (Gentiles) would be among those who call upon the name of the LORD and 
will be included as his people, as full participants on the invitation list for the wedding and its 
reception. God’s abundant future was not here in its fullness, but with the inclusion of the 
Gentiles in the church, God’s mission to the world and his promise to bless the nations had begun 
to dawn.   

 B. These are the kinds of pictures that can fuel our hope, that can help the eyes of our 
hearts to be enlightened to the extent that we are able to trust that God has a plan, no matter how 
grim the circumstance, no matter if it’s grim due to our own doing, or someone else’s. God is 
always looking to bring us back, to bring us home, to include us in his people, to celebrate over 
us, and to have us live well and fully within his realm. So may these pictures of the future, of 
grape juice flowing everywhere, energize our present as we seek to live in the love that Jesus has 
shared with us..    .     
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