
Children's Packet  

 
A Note to Parents: 

As your children go through the stations with you, ask them what draws their attention. 
Encourage them to use their imagination and to ask questions. Don't worry about 
having easy, succinct answers for them. Many of the questions aroused by Good 
Friday don't have easy answers. The most foundational questions, like "Why did Jesus 
have to die?" is a complex theological issue (and one that is impossible to understand 
without a foundational understanding of sin). A simple answer like "because He loves 
you," may not address the root of their question and could close the door to further 
inquiry. Instead, I encourage you to respond to their questions in a more open way. 
For example: "That's a really good question. Why do you think....." or "I wonder why..." 
or "Let's pray and ask God to help us understand that..."  

Each station has an accompanying passage of Scripture followed by several “I 
wonder...” statements to spark your child’s curiosity and help you enter into the stories 
together. Wonder and curiosity can be excellent pathways to a rich and vibrant life of 
faith.  

Take as much (or as little) time as you need at each station. Write down your 
children’s questions as you go so that you can talk about them later and pray for their 
further understanding. At the end of this packet, you'll find resources for continuing 
these conversations.  

 



 
Once there was a man named Jesus, but he wasn't an ordinary man. He was the Son 
of God. He did amazing miracles like healing people who were sick or blind, people 
who couldn't walk or speak. He turned one boy's lunch into a feast for thousands of 
people. He even walked on water and calmed a storm with just a few words.  



 
But just as amazing as the things He did were the things that He said. He spoke about 
a special kingdom -- the Kingdom of God -- where all the wrong things would be made 
right, all the broken things would be fixed, and God would live with His people forever. 
People loved to hear Him speak about this Kingdom. They wanted to go to this special 
place. And most of all, they wanted Jesus to be their King.  



 
One Sunday, it seemed like the time had finally arrived. Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. When the people saw Him, they began to shout, "Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!" They waved palm branches and 
laid down their cloaks before Him. They were ready to follow Him forever. 



 
But something happened that week. Something that no one not even Jesus' closest 
friends ever expected, even though Jesus knew and had warned them many times. 
You see, there were some people who did not like Jesus, not at all. They didn't like 
how much the people loved Jesus. They didn't believe the things He said about God 
or Himself or this special Kingdom. And they certainly didn't want Jesus to be their 
king. But Jesus was so powerful and so popular that they didn't know how to stop Him. 
So one night, one of Jesus' closest friends betrayed Him and led soldiers to a secret 
place where Jesus was praying. They arrested Him and led Him away to be 
judged...and beaten...and eventually killed on a cross...  



 
This is the story we remember on Good Friday. We journey with Jesus to the cross. It 
is a hard story and a very, very sad one. It doesn't seem to make any sense. Why 
would people want to kill someone who was so good? If Jesus was powerful enough 
to heal so many people, why didn't He save Himself? Why would God allow His Son to 
die such a painful and terrible death? What about this wonderful Kingdom of God?  

Today you'll see 7 different stations and have the opportunity to be with Jesus in each 
one. As you look at the pictures and hear the stories, try to imagine what it was like to 
be there with Jesus. Imagine the sounds and the smells. Imagine the figures in the 
pictures moving. Imagine what you think could happen next. And most of all, imagine 
that God is with you, right there in the room, as you enter into each story.  

There are many different ways to respond to Good Friday...sadness, fear, questioning. 
But there are also hidden treasures to be found: joy, peace, gratitude, hope. Our 
prayer is that as you journey with Jesus to the cross, you begin to understand how 
deeply Jesus loves you, how far He would go to rescue you, how He suffered so much 
so that you could be with Him forever.  

 



Station 1: Jesus Is the Lamb of God  

Isaiah 53:4-7  

Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down.  
And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own 
sins!  
But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins.  
He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed.  
All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own.  
Yet the LORD laid on him the sins of us all.  
He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word.  
He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, 
he did not open his mouth.  
 
God is absolutely perfect and complete. He loves what is good and hates what is evil. 
He loves His people completely, so He gave them a Law to help them know the best 
ways to live in relationship with Him. When the people failed and broke God’s Law, the 
punishment was death. But God showed His people mercy. He gave them a way to 
make it right. They could sacrifice a lamb in their place. That lamb would take the 
offender’s punishment and restore their relationship with God.  

When Jesus is called the Lamb of God, that tells us that He took our punishment for 
breaking God’s Law. He is the ultimate sacrifice for our sin. He laid down His life so 
that we could live with God forever.  

  -  I wonder what sin is...what it looks like... � 

  -  I wonder why breaking God’s Law breaks our relationship with Him... � 

  -  I wonder if we could fix it on our own... � 

  -  I wonder how God could save us from punishment and still bring justice... � 

  -  I wonder why Jesus would sacrifice Himself to save people who have 
sinned... � 

  -  I wonder how I could respond to Jesus willingly laying down His life for 
me... �Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. � 

 



Station 2: Jesus Is Condemned to Die  

Matthew 27:15-24  

Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the Passover celebration to 
release one prisoner to the crowd—anyone they wanted. This year there was a 
notorious prisoner, a man named Barabbas. As the crowds gathered before Pilate’s 
house that morning, he asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you—
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?”... Meanwhile, the leading priests and 
the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas to be released and for Jesus to 
be put to death...The crowd shouted back, “Barabbas!” Pilate responded, “Then what 
should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 
“Why?” Pilate demanded. “What crime has he committed?” But the mob roared even 
louder, “Crucify him!” Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting anywhere and that a riot was 
developing. So he sent for a bowl of water and washed his hands before the crowd, 
saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood. The responsibility is yours!”  

  -  I wonder why the religious leaders wanted to put Jesus to death... � 

  -  I wonder why the crowd would want Barabbas instead of Jesus... � 

  -  I wonder why Pilate didn’t do the right thing despite what the people wanted... � 

  -  I wonder how Jesus felt when the crowd shouted, “Crucify Him!”... � 

  -  I wonder what I would have said... � 

  -  I wonder why Pilate washed His hands... �Lamb of God, You take away the sin 
of the world. Have mercy on us. � 

 



Station 3: Jesus Is Stripped and Mocked  

Matthew 27:27-31  

Some of the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into their headquarters and called out the 
entire regiment. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him. They wove thorn 
branches into a crown and put it on his head, and they placed a reed stick in his right 
hand as a scepter. Then they knelt before him in mockery and taunted, “Hail! King of 
the Jews!” And they spit on him and grabbed the stick and struck him on the head with 
it. When they were finally tired of mocking him, they took off the robe and put his own 
clothes on him again. Then they led him away to be crucified.  

  -  I wonder why the soldiers were so cruel to Jesus... � 

  -  I wonder why Jesus didn’t stop them... � 

  -  I wonder what it means to be the “King of the Jews”... � 

  -  I wonder where Jesus’ friends were when this was happening... � 

  -  I wonder what Jesus was thinking when He was being beaten... �Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. � 

	  

 
 



Station 4: Jesus Takes Up His Cross  

John 19:17  

Carrying his own cross, Jesus went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is 
called Golgotha).  

According to the law, people could not be put to death inside the city of Jerusalem. 
They had to leave the city, carrying the cross on which they would be killed. It was 
hard work. The cross was heavy, and all the people would see you walking towards 
your death. They would know that you were a criminal, someone who had broken the 
law in a terrible way. Jesus had never broken the law. He lived an absolutely perfect 
life.  

  -  I wonder why Jesus was being punished like a criminal... � 

  -  I wonder if this road was the same road Jesus traveled to Jerusalem, when 
the people �wanted Him to be their king... � 

  -  I wonder what those people thought as they watched Him carrying a cross... � 

  -  I wonder what kind of king Jesus was... �Lamb of God, You take away the 
sin of the world. Have mercy on us. �	 
 

 
 



Station 5: Jesus Is Nailed to the Cross  

Mark 15:24-32  

Then the soldiers nailed him to the cross...A sign announced the charge against him. 
It read, “The King of the Jews.” ...The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their 
heads in mockery. “Ha! Look at you now!” they yelled at him. “You said you were 
going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days. Well then, save yourself and 
come down from the cross!” The leading priests and teachers of religious law also 
mocked Jesus. “He saved others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t save himself! Let this 
Messiah, this King of Israel, come down from the cross so we can see it and believe 
him!”  

  -  I wonder why “The King of the Jews” was posted as Jesus’ crime... � 

  -  I wonder why the people were so cruel to Him... � 

  -  I wonder why Jesus didn’t save Himself... � 

  -  I wonder how it felt to be nailed to the cross... � 

  -  I wonder what Jesus was thinking about... � 

  -  I wonder what I would say to Jesus... �Lamb of God, You take away the sin of 
the world. Have mercy on us. � 

	



Station 6: Jesus and His Mother  

John 19:26-27  

When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to 
her, “Dear woman, here is your son.” And he said to this disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” And from then on this disciple took her into his home.  

Mary was Jesus’ mother. She loved Him more than anything. She was close by as 
Jesus was being crucified.  

  -  I wonder what it was like to be with Jesus for His whole life... from the time He 
was in Mary’s belly... to when he was born in a stable... to watch him grow from 
a baby... �to a child... to a teenager... to an adult... to watch him gain 
followers... and perform miracles... and teach about the Kingdom of God... and 
then to be arrested and treated like a criminal... � 

  -  I wonder what it was like for Mary to watch her son being crucified... � 

  -  I wonder what she said to Him... � 

  -  I wonder what it’s like to see someone you love in pain... �Lamb of God, You 
take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. � 

 



Station 7: Jesus Dies  

Mark 15:33-39  

At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock. Then at three o’clock 
Jesus called out with a loud voice...“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” 
... Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain in the 
sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. When the Roman officer 
who stood facing him saw how he had died, he exclaimed, “This man truly was the 
Son of God!”  

  -  I wonder what it was like to be dark in the middle of the day... � 

  -  I wonder why Jesus felt abandoned by God... � 

  -  I wonder what it was like for Jesus to be separated from God... � 

  -  I wonder why God let His Son die... � 

  -  I wonder what people thought when Jesus died... � 

  -  I wonder why the Temple’s curtain tore... � 

  -  I wonder how the soldier knew that Jesus was the Son of God... � 

  -  I wonder what it was like to be there... � 

  -  I wonder what it means to me that Jesus died... � 

  -  I wonder if this was the end of the story... �Lamb of God, You take away the sin 
of the world. Have mercy on us. 

 



Resources for watering the seeds that were planted today...  

Continue the conversations that started by asking if your child wants to draw 
something that he or she saw, something they want to tell God or show Him. Maybe 
there’s something they want to thank God for. Ask them if they have any questions. 
Re-ask them the questions they asked as they went through the stations. Talk to them 
about the hope we have as a result of Jesus' death and resurrection.  

Our pastoral staff and Sunday school teachers are also available to speak to you and 
your children about the Gospel message. Visit our website at www.fccoe.org to learn 
more about opportunities for children and families. Click on “Church Life” then 
“Nursery and Sunday School” to learn more. 

A wonderful resource for engaging your children with the Bible is the What's in the 
Bible DVD series. The church has these in our video library. The What's in the Bible 
website has an excellent blog post about preparing your children for Easter: 
https://whatsinthebible.com/search/easter	
 

 

	


