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FCCOE; 10/1/17; 1 Sam. 2:11-3:1; Rev. T. Ziegenhals 

“Who Will Intercede?” 

Introduction: What do you do when your spiritual leaders let you down? How do you respond when 

those who have been called to help lead you into the presence of God disappoint or fail you in some 

way, or struggle being in the presence of God themselves? Like it or not, it happens all the time, 

whether we live two thousand years after Christ, or one thousand years before him. As we’ve entered 

the books of Samuel, we find ourselves around one thousand years before Jesus, and we’ve noted that it 

was a time in Israel’s history when much was chaotic and corrupt. Since entering the Promised Land 

some 300 years earlier, God’s people had existed as a loose confederation of tribes, loose both 

politically and morally. As the writer of Judges observes about this period: “In those days, Israel had no 

king; everyone did as they saw fit” (21:25).  

But what happens, as our text for this morning reveals, when the priests, themselves, become corrupt 

and are doing as they see fit?!  In light of such corruption, a rather haunting question emerges from the 

text (2:25): “If anyone sins against the LORD, who will intercede for them?” You see, God had provided a 

way for those who recognized their sin to have that sin atoned for. You would come the tabernacle—the 

portable tent of meting or place of God’s presence prior to the construction of the Temple in 

Jerusalem—and find atonement through a sacrifice that you would bring and was offered on your behalf 

by a priest. But what if the priests themselves were tangled up in sin? What then? 

What we’ll see from this text is that we are loved by a God who, when all around us begins to shake, it is 

God, the Rock, who holds the pillars firm. As the figure of Samuel begins to come into view this morning, 

we learn that amid human unfaithfulness and failure, God has raised up a priest who is utterly faithful 

and can provide the atonement—the forgiveness and reconciliation—we need. 

I. Rotten Priests 

 A. So, after hearing the heights of Hannah’s song, we plunge into the depths of human sin, 

found surprisingly at the tabernacle in Shiloh, where Hophni and Phineas, the sons of the high priest, a 

man named Eli, were serving. Shiloh, a town about 20 miles north of Jerusalem, was where the portable 

tabernacle, built years ago by Moses, had finally found a resting place. But Eli’s sons are identified as 

scoundrels, or, as other translations have it, worthless, or wicked men. Put all three of those together, 

and worthless, wicked scoundrels probably sums it up aptly!  

 B. Why? First, they were stealing from the people. The OT law made provision for the priests, 

who had no land or animals. Certain portions of the meat offered as sacrifice was to be theirs. But, not 

satisfied with what God had provided Hophni and Phineas would send their servant, with his three-

pronged fork, to spear out some extra for them while the meat was cooking. IT would be a little like me, 

when I turn my backs on you and set the offering plates on the altar, pulling out a handful of cash and 

stuffing it in my pockets each Sunday, not satisfied with the salary you all are paying me! Second, these 

guys were even taking, forcibly if necessary, chunks of meat before the fat portion, which was to be the 

Lord’s portion, had been burned. And thirdly, a few verses later, we see that not only were these guys 

exploiting the worshippers, but also the women who worked at the tabernacle.  
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II. A Word of Judgment on Eli’s House      

 A. Interestingly, Hannah had sung: “Do not keep talking so proudly o let your mouth speak such 

arrogance, for the LORD is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed” (2:3). Well, the deeds of 

these priests were going to be weighed, and found wanting. Since their father, Eli, didn’t seem able to 

control or reform his sons, God sent a prophet with a word for Eli and his house. Particularly sad is the 

fact, as the prophet points out, God had done a great deal for the family of Eli. He had revealed himself 

to their ancestors, the house of Aaron. He had chosen their tribe to serve as priests. And he had 

provided for them along the way, always giving the sufficient food (vv. 27f). God, in other words, as he 

always does, begins with us with his grace. How will we respond? Can we be content with what he’s 

given us? If not, where might our discontent be leading us? 

 B. For Eli’s sons, their discontent led them to a dark place. They had not honored God, nor his 

people, nor the priestly ministry he had called them to carry out. Instead, they had treated the LORD”s 

offering with contempt and scorn (vv. 17, 29). Scorn means literally “to kick,” so we might say that God 

had given them everything, yet they had “kicked” him in the face. And so the prophet brought a word of 

judgment. Their days as priests were over. Their family would no longer serve much longer in the 

priesthood, and all of their lives would be cut short. Hophni and Phineas would die soon, and on the 

same day. It is a dramatic, dreadful word to be sure. But it is a picture of what judgment looks like when 

there is no desire to repent or reform, only to keep kicking God in the face.  Hophni and Phineas had 

chosen their path, and it was not the path that led to life, for others, or for them.  

 C. What’s curious in all of this is that God seems to be reneging on his promise. As the prophet 

said to Eli: “I promised that members of your family would minister before me forever. But now the 

LORD declares: ‘Far be it from me!’” God, it seems, saw no obligation to keep his promise to this family 

given the way they ignored and violated its conditions. In point of fact, much of enjoying God’s blessing 

hangs on our obedience to him. And yet, neither does God abandon his promise to the human race. 

There is a word of grace here, as well as a word of judgment. Despite the failure of human priests and 

leaders, God will provide a way for people to become reconciled to him. 

III. Samuel and the Signs of God’s Grace  

 A. God’s grace begins to be seen with the phrase: “But Samuel ministered before the LORD . . .” 

In fact, throughout the narrative, did you notice how Samuel keeps popping up? In contrast to the 

wicked sons of Eli, who have spurned the LORD, Samuel’s presence as one who is maturing in his faith 

and growing through faithful service to the LORD begins, ends, and is found in the middle, of this 

chapter (vv. 11, 18, 21, 3:1). It is a sign that, beginning with Samuel, God is preparing to do something 

new outside the priestly line of Aaron and the family of Eli. Toward the end of the chapter, God sums it 

up like this: “I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in my heart and 

mind. I will firmly establish his priestly house, and they will minister before my anointed one always” (v. 

v. 35). 

 B. Now, often we see the fulfillment of OT prophecies take place in stages. This one begins with 

Samuel, who we will see takes on a priestly function as the narrative progresses. Then the priesthood 

turns to the family of Zadok during the reign of David. But ultimately, I think we can say it is an allusion 

to Jesus, who became for us our great high priest. This is what a good deal of the NT letter called 

Hebrews is all about. Whether it’s Aaron, or Eli, or Zadok, a human priesthood could not save 
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completely, or eternally; even the best of them had to keep repeating the sacrifices, while offering 

sacrifices for themselves. Really, they could only point to the one priest through whom such a complete 

and eternal rescue and atonement would come – Jesus.  

 C. Hebrews 7:26-27 describes the priesthood of Jesus this way:  

 Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from 

 sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer  

 sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed 

 for their sins once for all when he offered himself.   

Think of the contrast with the house of Eli. Jesus is holy, blameless, and pure. He does not take from us, 

but offers himself to us. And so, when we sin against the LORD, we can be certain of this truth that John 

declares: “If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness” (1 Jn. 1:9). He does that because we have an advocate who intercedes for us, who 

stands in the presence of God and speaks for us, who is not only the priest but the actual sacrifice itself, 

once and for all, completely, and eternally (1 Jn. 2:1). Receiving this grace, we, the church, then become 

the “priestly house” (v. 35), the “kingdom of priests” who are to offer spiritual sacrifices of sacrificial 

service in Christ’s name (1 Peter 2). 

So, amid all of the human unfaithfulness and failure that we see, let us come to the table of this priest 

with confidence. As we come, let us not seek to deny, or try to hide, or to minimize our sin because the 

road to life comes when we confess our sin to our great high priest. It is the road that leads to 

forgiveness and to freedom and to fruitful service. 


