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Series: God in the Midst of the Chaos 

“The Search for a Redeemer” 

Introduction: As we come to the end of our journey with Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz, I’d like to focus our 

attention this morning on the theme of redemption. To redeem is to rescue or save something that has 

been lost, usually but not always through the payment of a price. It is a theme that lies underneath the 

surface in the opening chapters of the book of Ruth and then explodes with significance in the last 

chapter, chapter 4. That is, there is no mention of the word redemption or redeemer in chapter one, 

there is one mention in chapter 2, there are three references in chapter 3, and there are ten occasions 

of the word in chapter 4! Musically, you’d call that a crescendo! 

We might say that redemption is part of the DNA of Israel, for Israel was formed as a nation as God 

rescued her from slavery in Egypt. As God put it to Moses: “I have heard the groaning of the Israelites 

whom the Egyptians are enslaving . . . I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts 

of judgment” (Ex. 6:5-6). Redemption then becomes part of the fabric of who the Israelites were to be as 

a people, as a community as the concept of redemption was built into their legal system. They were to 

be redeemers, too. As we have seen, and will hear more about in just a minute, if a family became poor 

and had to sell land, or even themselves, to survive, the nearest relative was obligated to serve as a 

redeemer and rescue them from poverty and slavery by buying the land or them back (Lev. 25:3-24, 47-

55). Or, if a man died leaving a widow without children, the nearest brother was obligated to serve as a 

redeemer by marrying the widow and trying to produce children to inherit their dad’s property, keeping 

it as well as his name, alive (Dt. 25:5-10).  

In chapter 4, all of this comes together in the lives of Ruth and Naomi and Boaz. It’s a chapter in which 

we actually meet four redeemers. As one commentator puts it, like a magician who keeps pulling rabbits 

out of his hat, the narrator keeps pointing us to redeemer after redeemer until we can see the greatest 

one, off in the distance, our Redeemer, Jesus the Christ, the son of God, and the son of David. Through 

them all we are meant to see that God is at work, even in the midst of the chaos, to accomplish his 

purposes in and for the world. [READ] 

I. Redeemer #1 – Mr. No Name 

 A. In this advent season of waiting and watching we left Boaz last week waiting to move forward 

in his relationship with Ruth until certain legal matters had been settled regarding Naomi’s estate. In 

turn, Naomi and Ruth were waiting at Naomi’s place to see what would happen. That “estate” really just 

consisted of one piece of land that had belonged to her husband, Elimelech, who was now deceased. 

But it was highly significant to Naomi, for as a woman without husband, children, or grandchildren, it 

was all she had to sustain her. Ruth, who cared greatly for her mother-in-law, had demanded that Boaz, 

a relative of Elimelech, but not the closest one, figure things out.  

 B. So, it’s likely that well before dawn Boaz got up from the threshing floor where he had been 

sleeping, had a quick cup of tea, tore up his to-do list, and headed to the town gate. This was the place 

where all of the administrative and judicial business of a town would take place, all as its interested 

citizens looked on. Boaz sat down, which meant that he meant business! As it so happened (the 

providence of God still at work here!), the closer relative walked by, probably on his way out of town to 
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work in his field. Boaz invited him to sit down and the two had a chat, but not before he also gathered 

ten men from town to serve as witnesses. This first redeemer, because he’s the closest relative, is very 

interested when Boaz begins to talk real estate; he is even ready to sign on the dotted line. But when 

Boaz goes on to explain that a widow comes with the land as well as the responsibility to produce 

children with her, he quickly passes. To marry her would endanger his own estate, he explains (v. 6), 

which probably means it would water down the inheritance his own children would get as well as be too 

expensive to care for another family. Showing kindness, to his way of thinking, was one thing, but not 

when it affected the bottom line! According to custom, he gives his sandal to Boaz to publicly indicate 

the giving up of his property rights and that Boaz can now do the redeeming if he so desires.  

 C. In (probably) a little-known text from Deuteronomy (25:7-10), when a man refuses to carry 

out his obligation as family-redeemer and marry his relative’s widow, she is the one who, in the 

presence of the elders, goes up to the man, takes off one of his sandals, and spits in his face, saying, 

“This is what is done to the man who will not build up his brother’s family line. That man’s line will be 

known as the ‘Family of the Unsandaled’.” Apparently, Ruth didn’t feel a need to spit in this man’s face 

and was more than happy to have him pass in favor of Boaz. And at this point, Redeemer #1 exits stage 

left and we never hear from him again.  

II. Redeemer #2 – Boaz 

 A. Redeemer #2, then, is Boaz. Not motivated by self-interest, like the first fellow, Boaz is 

motivated by love and is willing to sacrifice financially to show kindness to both Ruth as well as Naomi. 

The witnesses, as well as the crowd that had gathered, are ecstatic. Boaz, a man they all knew was a 

“man of standing” (2:1), was doing a very noble thing. In a remarkable blessing, they wish for Ruth—a 

foreigner from Moab—to have an honored place among the great matriarchs of Israel—Rachel and Leah 

who gave birth (along with their maidservants) to the twelve men whose families became the twelve 

tribes of Israel. And they hope the line of Boaz will be as significant as their ancestor Perez, who came 

from the great tribe of Judah.           

 B. Now, before we get too carried away and come to think that the union of Boaz and Ruth is an 

ancient version of Cinderella, we need to recognize that the story is more about what Boaz and Ruth are 

giving, than what they are getting. For together, they are really rescuing Naomi whose land, and the 

name of whose deceased husband, need to be maintained. Boaz steps in to play the role of Elimelech’s 

brother and Ruth steps in to bear a child in place of Naomi, who is well beyond child-bearing years. And 

don’t miss that God steps in and opens Ruth’s womb, which had been barren throughout her first 

marriage. Together, they are blessed with a child who they name Obed, who becomes Redeemer #3. 

III. Redeemers #3 and #4 – Obed…and Jesus   

 A. Obed, this child born in Bethlehem, the women of the town recognize, has redeemed the 

family of Naomi. In an incredibly gracious and sacrificial act, Obed is given to her by Ruth and Boaz, as a 

gift, to make sure she has someone to care for her as she grows older. The woman who had come back 

to Bethlehem after a time of famine thinking she was empty, had now been brought, through this child, 

a kind of fullness she could not have imagined. To be sure, this does not take away or minimize her 

experience of suffering and grief, but it does give us a glimpse of God’s continuing care and redeeming 

work. 
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 B. But this is only the beginning to the significance of Obed, Redeemer #3. As it turns out, he 

would become the father of a man named Jesse, and then grandfather of a man named David, who in 

turn would become Israel’s greatest king. And as we ponder this, recall how the book of Judges ended, 

that unbelievably chaotic period in Israel’s history: “In those days Israel had no king; all the people did 

whatever seemed right in their own eyes” (Jdg. 21:25). Well, if Judges ends lamenting the lack of a king, 

and the chaos that ensued, Ruth, which takes place in the days of the Judges, ends looking forward to 

the greatest king Israel would have, King David, and the order he would bring.  

 C. But there’s still “more in the hat,” for, from David’s descendants would come one known as 

the son of David, who was also born in Bethlehem. This child, Mary was told by the angel, would sit on 

the throne of David, and his kingdom would never end. He would be Redeemer #4. Chosen before the 

creation of the world, as Peter explains it, and through his precious blood, we would all have the 

opportunity to be redeemed from the empty way of life we’ve been living, and to begin living a life of 

meaning and purpose, beginning now and lasting into forever (1 Pe. 1:18-20): 

 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 

 redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the 

 precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation 

 of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake.  

Do you know what that means? It means that the chaos is not all powerful. That the all-powerful one is 

the living God who’s got the whole world in his hands, even the chaos. 

Think of it this way. In the first two chapters of the Bible, we see God ordering the chaos, bringing life 

and beauty out of unformed matter. In most of the rest of the Bible, God is about the business of 

bringing order out of the human sin that has marred the life and beauty of his creation. And in the last 

two chapters of the Bible, we see God’s new creation emerging, a new heaven and a new earth where 

chaos is utterly and totally absent.  

Ruth is a part of that marvelous plot line. May her light help point us to Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, 

our great hope and great redeemer king.              


