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“Created for Fruitfulness”  

Introduction: I’m sure I don’t need to tell you that around here, we’re in the midst of a drought. 
Brown grass, wilted flowers, signs banning or limiting water usage in most every town, it’s pretty 
obvious that, as the experts tell us, June, July, and August were the driest three month period 
ever! Of course, there have been some advantages. You didn’t need to cut your grass as much, 
walks that used to go through mud or streams are now more easily traversed, and the mosquito 
population seemed diminished this year. But of course, we miss the rain. We miss it because we 
were created for beauty, we were created for fruitfulness, we were created to enjoy fruit and life, 
not drought and death.  

Fruitfulness is actually a rich vein that runs throughout the biblical story. The image is used to 
help us learn who God is, who we are, what he has done for us in Son Jesus, and who we are 
called to be. It’s a vein I’d like to tap into and explore with you this fall to go along with our 
small group series, “Fruitfulness on the Frontline.”  

In particular this morning, we want to notice that the image of fruitfulness “bookends” the grand 
library that is the 66 books of the Bible. We find it in the opening chapter, as we hear God’s 
creation in the Garden Eden described, and we hear it in the closing chapter, in the vision of 
God’s new creation, the New Jerusalem. What we see is that we as human beings have been 
created to participate in the endlessly, ongoing, fruit-bearing work of God. And this should tell us 
something significant about how we are to live today. 

I. Fruitfulness in the Garden  
 A. Let’s begin in the beginning, in the Garden. The opening chapter of Genesis reveals 
that fruitfulness begins with God, the Great Gardener, himself. However the mechanics worked 
out, God has created a world with the capacity to produce plants and trees which bear fruit, he has 
blessed animals to be fruitful and increase in number, and he has done the same with men and 
women. All of this led to the building of families, the growing of crops, and the breeding of 
animals, essentially, the development of culture and civilization. One of the things this tells us is 
that creation was never meant to be static but to be going somewhere, to be growing and full of 
life.  

 B. Within this created order humans were given a unique and truly amazing role. We 
were to be the Gardner’s image bearing creatures. That is, we were made to represent God and 
rule on behalf of God as good stewards over all that he had placed in our care. We were created to 
be, and to make everything in our care, abundant and fruitful. The garden, and all that was in it, 
was designed to become what it was meant to be through our oversight.  

 C. Sadly, of course, God’s command that we “subdue” the earth became an excuse for 
many to carelessly exploit the earth’s resources for their own use. And one could easily argue that 
we haven’t done a very good job being good stewards over everything else either, including one 
another either. Our problem is that this ruling and reigning to which we were called was a 
delegated authority. That is, it was meant to be carried out by keeping in tune with the Great 
Gardner. Instead, of course, humans decided to take matters into their own hands and rule in their 
own way. Graciously, really, God kicked them out of the Garden before any of us could eat from 
the tree of life, which would have resulted in our living in a state of sin forever.  

II. Fruitfulness in the New Jerusalem  
A. But that left the question, what was God going to do now? Who would rule over all he 

had made? What’s interesting is that although we humans abused our delegated authority, God did 
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not abolish it. In some ways, the psalmist seems to ponder the wisdom of this decision as he gazes 
out at the sun, moon, and stars: 

What is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?  
For you have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and 
honor. You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under 
their feet…. (Ps. 8). 

B. As it turns out, God did not give up on us. Instead, he came among us in his Son, as  
the true, ultimate human being who became known as the vine. If we, as branches, connect, and 
stay connected, to the vine, we can learn what it means and be empowered to rule rightly and 
well. In Jesus, as we will see, God has begun a new creation. Paul, in fact describes this to the 
church at Colossae drawing on the Genesis, image bearing language: “Put on the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its creator” (Col. 3:10). He then describes the 
behavior we need to take off and that which we need to put on to rule well and fruitfully.  

C. All of this will culminate in our second bookend, the New Jerusalem. The New 
Jerusalem is a fascinating place to be sure!  

Illustration: Those of you who have ever purchased or gone hunting for a house in which to live 
come to realize pretty quickly that there is no such thing as the perfect house. Be it the number of 
bathrooms, or the size of the yard, or the age of the furnace, or the condition of the roof, or the 
look of neighbors, there is always something that you will have to get over, or deal with in some 
way. 

Not so our eternal home that is the New Jerusalem. Though the language describing this place is 
highly symbolic, it is the perfect combination of structure and garden. All the obnoxious, evil 
neighbors will be gone. You won’t have to worry about how far you’ll need to travel to get to 
church because God will be present everywhere, all the time. Nor will you need to have a hospital 
nearby because there will be no more crying or pain or death. In fact, there will be wonderful fruit 
trees that will provide just the right amount of nourishment and healing for what will be a 
wonderful multi-cultural population.  

D. Our final hope, the goal toward which creation has been heading, and for which we’ve 
been redeemed, is not that we can escape earth as quickly as possible and get into heaven and 
hang out with the angels, but it’s resurrection into God’s new creation, the joining of the 
dimension of heaven and earth, the New Jerusalem, when Jesus returns. Significantly, we will 
have an important role in that new city for we will still be called, as servants of the King, to rule, 
to “reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 22:5). We will be called to exercise dominion and authority in a 
right and proper and creative way.  

Dallas Willard describes it in this way:  

We will not sit around looking at one another or at God for eternity but will join the 
eternal Logos, “reign with him,” in the endlessly ongoing creative work of God. . . . His 
plan is for us to develop, as apprentices to Jesus, to the point where we can take our place 
in the ongoing creativity of the universe.” [Divine Conspiracy, p. 378] 

E. If this is the goal, the future that awaits, then how are we to live now? Well if we are to 
eventually rule with Jesus, it would be helpful to enter into his training program right now so that 
as apprentices, or interns, or disciples, we can learn in increasing fashion how he rolls. As a part 
of that internship, he promises us glimpses of that new creation, and our rule within it, as we 
begin to rule in a redeemed way now.  
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We see this for instance in the book called Proverbs. Drawing on the image of the tree of life, that 
which will be accessible to all in the New Jerusalem, providing nourishment and healing, we find 
the following: 

1. “[Wisdom] is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be 
blessed” (Pv. 3:18). As we act wisely, making choices within the will of God, we are feeding 
upon the healthy fruit of the tree of life. 

2. “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and the one who is wise saves lives” (Pv. 11:30). As 
we live in right relationship with God and others, we bring the healing leaves of the tree of life. 

3. “The soothing tongue is a tree of life, but a perverse tongue crushes the spirit” (Pv. 15:4). As 
we use our words to build one another up, we experience the nourishment that comes from the 
tree of life. 

So may we relish this amazing role within his creation that God has given us. May we keep in 
tune with him—in step with his Spirit—so that we might become the kinds of rulers that care well 
for, and nourish to fruitful health all that has been placed in our care. And may we look forward to 
continuing to rule and reign in the endless, ongoing creative activity of God.  
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