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“God’s Vine” 

Introduction: When I wandered into the church kitchen last Tuesday morning I noticed that on the 
counter in the center sat some of my leftover birthday cake (thank you very much!) as well as a 
bowl of grapes. Of course, that put me in a tough position: Which should I have for a snack?! 
Cake goes so much better with coffee than grapes, but grapes are of course a much healthier 
snack. So, I compromised and had a bit of both! 

Actually, it was kind of fun to see that bowl of grapes, and taste how wonderfully juicy and sweet 
they were as I looked forward to working on this morning’s text. The reason those grapes were so 
delicious is that they had been the fruit of branches that had remained connected to a healthy 
vine; they had gotten all of the nutrients needed to grow and develop properly and tastily.  

This morning, as we continue to trace the image of fruitfulness through the biblical narrative, we 
are led by the psalmist to think about a vine, the nation of Israel, and why that vine produced not 
juicy fruit for the blessing of the nations but sour grapes that led to her own exile. What, then, 
would the Great Gardner do now? What would happen to his desire to bless the nations? What he 
did was replace the vine that was Israel with the vine that is Jesus. It is through Jesus, the true 
vine, that we enter God’s kingdom and bear good fruit. Psalm 80, which beings together the 
themes of vine and the son of man, helps us to begin to see this transition. 

I. The Vine that Yielded Bad Fruit 
 A. The psalm is structured as three verses, each ending with the chorus: “Restore us, O 
God, make your face shine upon us that we may be saved.” So the first line of questioning would 
be, from what did the people of Israel need to be restored? Essentially, it was from producing bad 
fruit! Israel, at this point in her history, had split into two kingdoms, Judah in the south and Israel 
in the north. The psalm most likely has in view the oppression the northern kingdom (which 
included the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, v. 1) was undergoing from the neighboring 
Assyrians, oppression which would ultimately lead to a full scale invasion, defeat, and exile of 
Israel in 721 B.C. At the same time, God wanted Judah in the south to watch and learn from her 
sister in the north. Sadly, she did not and underwent her own invasion, defeat, and exile at the 
hands of the Babylonians in 586 B.C. 

 B. In the midst of this oppression, the psalm is a cry for help. God’s face, meaning God’s 
favor, had turned away from his people. What’s interesting is that they did not seem to understand 
why: “Why have you broken down its walls so that all who pass by pick its grapes?” (v. 12). 
Thinking of themselves using the image of a vine that God had transplanted, they looked back at 
how God has rescued them from slavery in Egypt, and how God had lovingly prepared a vineyard 
for them to take root, grow, and spread throughout the Promised Land.  

C. The prophet Isaiah, writing at about the same time, fills out this picture (5:1-7):  

 I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard:  
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.  
He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines.  
He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. 
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes . . . 

This is a wonderful picture of a very caring gardener. Everything that needed to be done for this 
vineyard to have an abundant, fruitful harvest had been done, from clearing the land, to planting 
the choicest vines to providing protection from possible intruders. All of this actually describes 
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and sums up a very intentional a three year process for growing grapes. But here was the 
problem: “Then he looked for a crop of good grapes but it yielded only bad fruit.” A few verses 
later the prophet provides this explanation:  

The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation of Israel, and the people of Judah are 
the vines he delighted in. And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, 
but heard cries of distress. 

As Isaiah continues, instead of justice and righteousness, instead of living rightly in relationship 
with God and others, God’s people—his vine—had indulged in greed, self-indulgence, moral 
perversion, and social injustice (5:7-24). It was certainly not the way God had called them to live, 
and it certainly did not image the Creator—the Great Gardner—properly. It should have been no 
wonder that God had taken his care away from this vine, allowing it to be ravaged in judgment by 
foreign invaders. The covenant with God had been broken and God was carrying out, as we saw 
last week, the covenant curses.  

 D. So, here’s the question. Remembering that God’s covenant with Abraham (Ge. 
12:1-3), to rescue the world from its sin—its greed and self-indulgence and moral perversion and 
social injustice—was to grow Abraham’s descendants into a great nation, and bless them, so that 
all the nations of the earth would be blessed through them, what happens when this people, this 
nation through whom God wants to rescue the world from sin, needs rescuing and restoring 
itself?! Yes, God was justified in his judgment of this people, but what was he going to do now? 

The predicament of Israel, God’s vine, reveals the predicament of the human condition. It’s not 
that we’re ignorant and in need of better information; it’s that we’re lost and in need of someone 
to come and find us. We’re dying; we’re in need of rescue and new life.   

II. The True Vine that Enables Good Fruit 
 A. The answer is found in seed form in v. 17: “Let your hand rest on the man at your right 
hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself.” Here is hope of rescue. To whom does it 
refer? Who is this son of man? There are three possibilities. One, it could be the current king, and 
is a prayer that God would bless the king by leading him in the way of righteousness so that the 
nation would be revived and not perish. Two, it could be refer to the people of Israel themselves, 
who were called God’s “firstborn son” beginning with their days in Egypt (cf. Ex. 4:22). Third, 
“son of man” could refer to the Messiah. This was the view of the later rabbis who came to 
understand that more than a human king or nation would be needed to rescue the world.  

 B. As we ponder these three, we also need to hear the words of Jesus in the upper room, 
prior to the last meal he would share with his disciples. There he said, “I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the gardener. . . No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither 
can you bear fruit unless you remain in me” (Jn. 15:1, 4). What Jesus did was apply the image of 
the vine to himself, declaring that he had come to fulfill what God had begun in Israel. God’s 
promise had not failed; it had become “yes” in Jesus (cf. 2 Cor. 1:20). The kings of Israel, and the 
nation itself, were types, all pointing ahead to something greater, Jesus the ultimate son of man 
and the true vine. He is the particular offspring of Abraham through whom God’s rescue 
operation would come. To be a part of God’s kingdom, and to bear the kind of fruit that would 
enable others to see how “tasty” the Lord is, requires clinging to Jesus, as branches to a vine. 
Let’s do so now, as we come to taste this love at the table of the Lord.        
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