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“Praying Our Investment” 

Introduction: In the business world, when a company that is privately owned decides to raise money by 

selling shares of its stock to the public, it undertakes what is called an IPO, or Initial Public Offering. To 

drum up interest in this offering, the company often engages in what is affectionately called a “road 

show.” In a road show, the company’s management team and business advisors travel across the 

country. They book themselves into fancy hotels and invite various investors and stock analysts to join 

them for breakfast, lunch, cocktails, or dinner in an effort to entice these folks to purchase, or 

encourage others to purchase, their new stock. 

It’s called a “road show” because during these meetings, a kind of show is actually put on. It has two 

basic stages. First, it begins with a glitzy, multi-media presentation in which a picture of the company, its 

workers, and its product lines are revealed. You’d probably see pictures of the company’s shiny new 

headquarters, smiling employees hard at work, and large graphs or pie charts with projected sales and 

revenue levels. The company’s product might even be in the room to be viewed and handled.  

But a prudent investor would want to know more before making a decision to purchase stock. They 

would want to “get behind the numbers,” and so try to understand how the company’s projections are 

going to be met, what would happen if there were to be cost overruns or a downturn in the economy, 

and most importantly, how the company had performed in the past. And so, in this second stage, the 

CFO would run through all the numbers, past, present, and future, explaining exactly how the company 

plans to make money for its new shareholders. It’s not until both stages of the presentation have been 

completed, the media sales blitz and the meat and potatoes financial analysis, that an investor would 

have a complete picture of the company, enough, at least, to hopefully make an informed investment 

decision. 

In a way, Psalm 19 describes the two stages of God’s “public offering” as he seeks to reveal himself to 

us. In the opening verses, we get the “media blitz,” we are treated to a view of God’s “general” 

revelation of himself through his creation. In the next section the “special” revelation of God through his 

word is highlighted. In the final verses, we see the investment decision of the psalmist after he’s prayed 

through all that God has shown him. Let’s consider these stages and the decision God invites us to make. 

I. The General Revelation of God’s Creation (v. 1-6)      

 A. As we have seen, many of the psalms begin by directing the reader to give praise to God. But 

Psalm 19 begins by opening our eyes to the fact that praise is already happening all around us! 

Beginning in the heavens, and radiating down to earth, the glory of God is being declared, albeit in a 

silent, wordless way. And though wordless, it is being “poured forth,” the description of a gushing spring 

that never dries up. Why do the sun, moon, and stars, the mountains, valleys and oceans, move us 

deeply, like great art? Because they are! All of creation is a result of the artistry of God and reveals his 

creative power and beauty.  

 B. I recall as a young boy, around the age of ten, staring out at the mountains and lakes of New 

Hampshire and being convinced that there was a God. Perhaps nature has moved you in a similar way at 

some point in your life? This revelation of God in his creation is considered part of God’s “general” 

revelation because nature speaks to all people, at all times, and in all places. The apostle Paul says as 
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much when he declares early on in his magisterial letter to the Romans: “For since the creation of the 

world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 

understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse” (Ro. 1:20).  Creation, in other 

words, carries the sense of transcendence, of something, or someone, greater than us.  

 C. Importantly, creation is not divine; it is not meant to be worshipped but to point to the one 

who is. The psalmist seems to be making this point in his focus on the sun, which was worshipped as a 

god by the ancient cultures within which the Israelites lived. The psalmists description of the sun coming 

out of his tent and racing like a champion across the sky is probably taken from a pagan myth of the sun-

god who rests in the arms of his beloved—the sea—through the night and then at dawn emerges from 

his bridal chamber with renewed vigor to race across the sky and bring heat to the earth. The psalmist’s 

point is that the sun, thought worshipped by some, is merely a work of the Creator God’s hands. Nature 

is not God; nature points us to God.  

But although nature points us to God, and may convince is that there is a God, it is only a piece of the 

presentation of who God is.  

Illustration: I remember a number of years ago, after one of those incredibly powerful earthquakes had 

rocked southern California, a person interviewed on TV wondered, “Maybe God is trying to tell us 

something.” Another added, “Maybe God doesn’t like southern California!” Whether this event truly 

revealed God’s feelings about southern Californians I can’t be sure! But the point is that while nature 

may reveal God’s power and beauty, if left only with nature, we will forever be left to speculate about 

how God actually feels about any of us and about how he would have us live. We won’t know of his 

justice and mercy and love, and about how he helps us to pick up the pieces of our world, and our lives, 

when they become broken. 

II. The Special Revelation of God’s Word (vv. 7-11) 

 A. For all of this, God has graciously revealed himself in his word, as the next stage of God’s 

public offering goes on to describe. This word is part of God’s “special” revelation, which means that it is 

a word God has spoken to a specific people, a word we could never have come up with on our own but 

only with divine inspiration. Like the second part of the road show, it takes the CFO to step in and 

explain things we would otherwise just keep wondering about. Psalm 19 doesn’t tell us the specifics 

about what the word says but it does tell us what the word is, and what we’ll find there.  

 B. What’s significant is that although the word is identified by the nouns law, statutes, precepts, 

commands, fear, and decrees, words which sound dry, dusty, and restrictive, the word is described as 

being perfect, trustworthy, right, radiant, pure, firm, precious, and sweet. Further, its aim is not to 

prevent us from having fun or doing what we want; instead, it refreshes us, makes us wise, gives us joy, 

gives us light, warns us, and brings great reward. I don’t know about you, but I find this very inviting and 

attractive. I find I want to pick up this word and find our what’s in it that transform those who feed on it. 

In part, it is transformative because it reveals who God is by recounting all of God’s actions in history, 

including the seeking out and rescuing of a people—Israel—who had lost their way, committing to be 

their God forever, and promising to reveal his goodness and love to the world through them. 

 C. This personal nature of God is highlighted in a significant way in the movement from the 

more general word, God, in vv. 1-6 to God’s very personal name, the LORD, found throughout the rest of 



3 
 

the psalm. This was the name through which God revealed himself to Moses, and the Israelites, when he 

rescued them from slavery in Egypt. Knowing this God by name would remind them going forward of the 

God who had acted so powerfully on their behalf and had promised to do so again. 

Illustration: I was thinking about this while Dave Pareen, Lisa Reis’ brother, a Lieutenant in the Essex Fire 

Department, and maybe most importantly, the church’s very expert plumber, was doing some work 

here last week. We got to talking about the time, a couple of months ago, when the fire alarms at the 

church went off. When I arrived at the church smoke was seeping out of the heating ducts in the 

fellowship hall. The firemen got here quickly but none of us was really sure where the actual fire was 

and what had caused it. Then, just a minute or so later, Dave walked in. Instinctively, I could feel myself 

relax. I relaxed because I have history with Dave and greatly respect him, and because Dave knew the 

building. I was confident he would be able to quickly diagnose the problem. Sure enough, after just a 

moment’s thought, he headed straight to the boiler room and to the piece of equipment that had 

caught on fire. To be sure, the other firemen are great fellows, but having had past and personal 

experience with Dave changed everything for me.       

God’s special revelation in his word reveals just this kind of personal God. He has a history with his 

people, he has been there for them in the past and he promises to be there in the future. We can trust 

him and learn from him. We can’t learn this about him from nature, only from scripture.  

 D. As Christians, the special revelation of this personal God through his word points ahead to the 

very personal, and remarkable way this word became flesh, as John describes it in the opening verses of 

his gospel, and dwelt among us in the person of Jesus. Jesus reveals, we go on to learn through the 

revelation of the NT, the fullness of God. He is the image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15). In a sense, he 

brings the “media blitz” and the “meat and potatoes financial analysis” of God’s revelation together, 

revealing the living God in the living color of a living person. Do you want to know what God is actually 

like? Look no further than Jesus.  

III. Pointers to Prayer (vv. 12-14) 

What, then, are we to do with all of this revelation? What kind of “investment decisions” does it call us 

to make?  

1. Take a walk. We live in a delightful place. How does what you see in nature say something to you 

about God? Does it lead you to praise? 

2. Read a book…a book of the Bible! What do you learn about God? About you? About what God wants 

for you, and the world? 

3. Spend time in prayer. The psalmist ended on his knees. After reflecting on God’s greatness, as 

revealed in his world and his word, he was led to confess his sin, seeking the refreshing joy of 

forgiveness and the wisdom for living that God provides in his word.   

 


