
1 
 

FCCOE; 2/28/21; Luke 7:1-10; Rev. T. Ziegenhals 

Series: Stretched by Jesus 

“Amazing Faith” 

Introduction: We’ve been looking at texts which describe how people who encountered Jesus were 

either amazed, or astonished, or puzzled, or troubled by what they heard him say or saw him do. We’ve 

been considering these texts not just to learn more about Jesus, but to learn from him about the radical 

way he calls us to live as we seek to follow him.  

This morning, we will put the shoe on the other foot, as it were, and ponder a text in which the who is 

amazed is Jesus. Only twice in the gospel accounts do we read that Jesus was amazed. The first time is 

when, in his hometown of Nazareth, Jesus was rejected by those who just couldn’t get past the fact that 

he was the carpenter’s kid from down the street. How could he be saying and doing what he was saying 

and doing? And so we read the sad, summary statement: “Jesus could not do any miracles there, except 

lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. He was amazed at their lack of faith” (Mk. 6:5-6). 

In this morning’s text, we hear just the opposite. In this case, Jesus is amazed at the simple, yet powerful 

faith that is exhibited by a centurion, a gentile, one outside of God’s chosen people and part of the 

occupying power of their enemy. In fact, this centurion’s faith, said Jesus, was far greater than anything 

he had ever seen in Israel, among God’s chosen people. Assuming we don’t want to amaze Jesus with a 

lack of faith, what is it that makes the faith of this centurion so amazing? As we consider this encounter, 

we will see that an amazing faith is born in humility and lived out in trust. [READ] 

I. Born in Humility 

 A. Who was this man? While we don’t know a whole lot about him, we do know that a centurion 

was an officer in command of 100 soldiers. He would have been a part of the occupying force that was 

the Roman army and charged with keeping the peace in the northern part of the country where he was 

stationed. Not only did he, as an officer, enjoy the privilege of rank, but it was evident that he was also 

doing pretty well in terms of riches. At least he had enough means to afford a servant, as well as to be a 

major donor to the Capernaum synagogue capital campaign.  

 B. But, despite his rank and his riches, all was not rosy in this man’s life. His servant, who we are 

told the centurion valued highly, was sick and about to die. No doubt he had tried what we would 

probably all have tried – to use the influence of his rank, and the extent of his riches, to find a solution. 

Evidently, none had been forthcoming. Having heard of Jesus, and all the healing he had been bringing 

about, this officer sent some of whom he assumed were Jesus’s people, the “elders of the Jews,” to see 

if Jesus couldn’t be coaxed into coming to the centurion’s house and healing his servant. When you think 

about it, must’ve been quite a step for the centurion to take. Here he was, a respected, well-heeled 

Gentile commander, begging a poor Jewish carpenter, who many thought was crazy, for help. Talk about 

swallowing your pride! 

 C. When they found Jesus, these elders couldn’t stop saying enough good things about the 

centurion, and how supportive and respectful he had been toward the Jewish people, even though he 

represented the occupying power. “This man deserves to have you do this,” they pleaded with Jesus. It’s 

an approach we can easily use. “Lord,” we can say, “please work in my life. I’ve been a good person.” Or, 
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we can say, “Lord, why aren’t you working in my life; I’ve been a good person!” Either way, what we’re 

saying is that we believe that in some way we deserve, and have merited by our good behavior, God’s 

favor. But this isn’t the way God works. God works on the basis of grace, which is his unmerited favor, 

not on the basis of God somehow owing us something. And when God speaks about goodness, the 

standard he uses is not the character of the crowd around us, but the character of Christ, of which we all 

fall short. God works as we approach him in humility. Our faith is born out of an understanding of our 

unworthiness before him and our need for his mercy. To be sure, it’s not an easy place to arrive. 

Illustration: Pastor and writer Andy Stanley reflects on all of the reasons people have given him over the 

years of his ministry for leaving the faith, or for objecting to Christianity. They range from the presence 

of suffering, to the apparent contradictions they see in the Bible. But he says that he’s had only one 

conversation with anyone who had an objection to Christianity based on the claims of Jesus. It was a 

Jewish friend who said, “Andy, I just don’t believe someone can pay for someone else’s sins. I believe 

each of us is responsible for our own sins.” To which Andy smiled and replied, “Well, congratulations, 

you’re standing on the threshold. That is the issue.”  [Irresistible, 18] 

It is the issue because it takes real humility to believe we are unworthy, that we cannot merit our own 

salvation by what we do, and that we need someone else to pay the price for us. 

 D. It seems as if something like this thought came to the centurion just after the delegation of 

Jewish elders had left his house. Kind of like hitting “send” and then quickly realizing you wish you 

hadn’t, the centurion came to recognize that he was not worthy to have this marvelous and powerful 

and glorious man enter his house. It’s a thought similar to the one we heard Peter express a few weeks 

ago after Jesus had enabled a miraculous catch of fish. Peter said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful 

man!” (Lk. 5:8).  Or, it’s like what Jesus would tease out later in his parable of the Pharisee and the tax 

collector (recorded by Luke in 18:9-14). As he prayed to God, the Pharisee thumped his chest and 

shouted out loud about how wonderful a man he was, deserving of God’s favor because he wasn’t like 

other people—he wasn’t a robber or an evil doer or an adulterer or even a crooked tax collector. 

Instead, he did all the right things including fasting regularly and tithing his income to keep the Temple 

running. By contrast, the tax collector simply said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” This latter fellow, 

Jesus said, who approached God in humility, was the truly faithful fellow.  

A faith that is amazing, as Jesus observes it, is a faith that is born in humility, a faith that begins by 

recognizing who we are as we come to recognize who God is, a faith that comes to understand our need 

for God’s undeserved favor.  

II. Lived Out in Trust  

A. Such a humility then enables us to move forward and begin to live in trust in what Jesus has 

spoken and continues to speak. We see this as the centurion sends a second delegation to Jesus, a 

delegation of his friends, who, presumably, he could be honest with. When they find Jesus, they share 

with him the sense of humility that their friend has come to. Then, they share the centurion’s belief that 

Jesus need not come into his house but only needs to speak in order for the servant to be healed. He 

comes to this place, the text tells us, because he is both a man under authority as well as a man who 

wields authority, and he knows the power that exists in the authority of a word and in the fruit of 

obedience.  
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B. Here was more evidence of a faith that was amazing. It was a faith that was willing to live in 

trust in the power and direction of the word of God as spoken by Jesus, even though he had neither 

seen Jesus, nor experienced the outcome of Jesus’ ministry. I think of Peter’s words here who, in the 

beginning of his first letter, commends the faith of his readers in this way: “Though you have not seen 

him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 

inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your 

souls” (1 Peter 1:8-9). Peter’s readers could not see Jesus, but they had his word and were willing to 

follow where it led, trusting that he had their good in mind. 

Illustration: It reminds me of one of the “Jungle Gym Games” the VBS kids played in our back yard a 

number of summers ago. The kids were blindfolded and had to make their way across the yard to join 

their team leader, all while being bombarded with wet sponges and squirting water. They did so, even 

though they couldn’t see, by listening for the voice of their leader in the midst of all of the other 

competing voices and challenges. They needed to trust that it would lead them in the right direction. 

That’s the faith of the centurion. He trusted in the authoritative word of Jesus, something Jesus noted 

that many in Israel had been unable, or refused to do. How about us? Can we trust that God knows our 

needs and will never leave us or forsake us, even when we’ve just lost our job or apartment? Can we 

trust that God is working all things for good, in the midst of suffering we may be experiencing? Can we 

trust that Jesus is on the throne when world events seem to be spinning out of control? 

So may the centurion stretch us in these days. May he stretch us toward greater humility and deeper 

trust, that Jesus might be amazed at our great faith as we follow him. 

    


